Kent County Council Attendance Service

Leave of Absence/Holiday

From September 2013 the Department for Education have amended the Pupil
Registration Regulations, removing the Headteacher’s ability to authorise leave of
absence for the purpose of a family holiday.

Requests for holidays in term time will not be authorised.

The Headteacher may authorise absence in “exceptional circumstances” but this
must be requested in advance and agreement to each request is at the discretion of
the Headteacher, acting on behalf of the Governing Body (Education (Pupil
Registration) (England) Regulations 2006). Each case will be judged on its merits
and the Headteacher’s decision is final. Once the decision not to authorise leave is
taken, it cannot be authorised retrospectively.

If the absence is not authorised and the holiday is taken anyway, the case will be
referred to the Attendance Service who will issue a Penalty Notice to each parent for
each child taken out of school.
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